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R i c h a r d  M a r k  R a w l i n s   P u b l i s h e r  M A R I E L 

B R O W N   E d i t o r  N a d i a  H u g g i n s   D e s i g n e r

Addi t ional  Photography  by  Arnaldo  James .

Is sue  23 i s  l ong  overdue ;  so  to  make  up 
for  lo s t  t ime,  we  have  a  s t e l lar,  chocka 
co l l e c t ion o f  work !   We’re  de l ighted  to 
we lcome Switch  f i r s t  t imer s ,  Barbadian 
ar t i s t ,  Ver s ia  Harr i s  wi th  her  whimsica l 
d ig i ta l  swans ,  and our  f e l low Trini , 
Horac io  Hospedale s ,  wi th  hi s  In s tagram 
explorat ions .   We’re  grate fu l  to  Andre 
Bagoo,  Kri s ton Chen,  Sharon Mil lar, 
Shivanee  Ramlochan and photographer, 
Arnaldo  James ,  for  shar ing  the i r 
exper iment s  in  poe tr y  and image s  wi th  us .  
And we have  spreads  o f  congratulat ions 
for  Chri s topher  Cozier,  Gerard H.  Gaskin 
and Kei  Mil lar,  a l l  o f  whom have  had 
wonder fu l  succe s s e s  wi th  the i r  work 
recent l y.   Thanks  so  much to  de s igner 
Nadia  Huggins ,  for  her  layered  and 
complex  de s ign o f  th i s  i s sue .   Enjoy ! 

© Ar tzpub 2014
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Legendary: Inside the 
House Ballroom Scene

Kelli, Legends Ball Jersey City, 
NJ 1995. 24



“Why does someone decide to 
become a transsexual? Why do 
people believe, feel so strongly, 
that they need to transform 
themselves?” 

“I am interested in the safe spaces 
that balls create, how performers at 
balls play with the idea of who they 
are and how they want to “live.” 
  
Gerard H. Gaskin being interviewed by Alexa Dilworth

AD

GHG

Baby, Tony Andrea and Eric Ball 
Brooklyn, NY 2000.
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Xtravaganzas, Legends Ball 
Manhattan, NY 1997.
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Jazmine, Black Pride Ball Manhattan, NY 2002.
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“Legendary: Inside the House Ballroom Scene” is an illustrated book 
that collects 20 years of photographs by Trinidadian photographer, 
Gerard H Gaskin.  Here’s just a small selection of what you can find 
in the book.

Gerard H Gaskin won the Center for Documentary Studies’ Honickman 
First Book Prize in Photography.

You can buy the book at Amazon.com 

TRANSEXUAL

Top: Hollis and Derek, Allure Ball Manhattan, NY 1998.
Bottom: Tanya and Stephanie, Latex Ball Manhattan, NY 1999.
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Ebony’s, NY Awards Ball Brooklyn, NY 2002.
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So consider an unsettled island.

Inside – the unflattened and unsugared 

fields; inside – a tegareg 

sprawl of roots and canopies,

inside – the tall sentries of blood- 

wood and yoke-wood and sweet-wood,

of dog-wood, of bullet trees so hard 

they will one day splinter cutlasses,

will one day swing low the carcasses

of slaves; inside – a crawling

brawl of vines, unseemly

flowers that blossom from their spines; 

inside – the leh-guh orchids and labrishing 

hibiscuses that throw raucous 

syllables at crows whose heads are red 

as annattos; inside – malarial mosquitoes 

that rise from stagnant ponds; 

inside – a green humidity thick as mud; 

inside – the stinging spurge, the night-

shades, the Madame Fates; 

inside – spiders, gnats and bees, 

wasps and lice and fleas; inside – 

the dengue, the hookworm, the heat 

and botheration; unchecked macka 

sharp as crucifixion. This is no paradise –

not yet – not this unfriendly, untamed island – 

this unsanitized, unstructured island – 

this unmannered, unmeasured island; 

this island: unwritten, unsettled, unmapped.

U N S E T T L E D

b y  K e i  M i l l e r
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down

L orem ip sum do lor  s i t  amet , 
con s ec te tur  ad ip i sc ing  e l i t .  Nam 
a ccums an fo l low me  d iam a 
u l la mcorper  vo lu tpa t .  Nunc  dapibus 
lo r em v i tae  dapibus  I  pe l l en te sque . 
Sed  kno w vo lu tpa t  nu l la  ac  pre t ium 
por t t i to r.  Fusce  iacu l i s  n i s i  quam, 
v i tae  pe l l en te sque  pur us  u l lamcorper 
the  no n .  Donec  auc tor  do lor  ve l i t ,  ve l 
mo l l i s  e ra t  congue  v i tae .  U t  b landi t 
u l la mcorper  magna  nec  b landi t . 
Viv amus  f eug ia t  n ibh  quickes t  u t  e s t 
mo le s t i e ,  in  mol l i s  r i sus  vu lpu ta te . 
Fus ce  me tus  e ro s ,  p lacera t  u t 
ma s s a  u t ,  po suere  g rav ida  ante . 
In  eg e s ta s  way  magna  qui s  do lor 
f e r mentum,  ege t  g rav ida  ip sum 
in terdu m.  Pe l l en te sque  dapibus 
t inc idunt  e l i t .  Vivamus  mole s t i e  en im 
in  ma g na  var ius  mol l i s  a  id  e l i t . 
Nam condimentum ante  non  mat t i s 
imperd ie t .



Ongoing, open collaborative project — featuring writers, 
poets, musicians, artists, photographers, dancers and others 
— first launched on All Hallow’s Eve, 2013, by poet and 
Newsday reporter Andre Bagoo and designer Kriston Chen.
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Beyond the window of the small bungalow, silk 
cottons, immortelles, pouis, and teak stagger their 
way down to the river. In the dry season, the season 
of the fighting, the leaves fall and fall until they 
settle ankle deep in rustling layers; his mother says 
that below the leaves lies not just hard earth but 
the pineapple backs of sleeping mapepires and the 
pale brown of scorpions. At the beginning of each 
year, his mother collects scorpions, hunting them 
under rotten logs and behind abandoned tools 
before roasting them.  She feeds the ground paste 
to Mannie, blowing in his face to stop his gagging. 
This way, she says, he will not die if he is stung by 
the lightning strike of a curved tail.

“
“

by Sharon Millar

from

The 
Gayelle
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Lifting everything I’ve been carrying all day
One dumbbell closer to the next
Repeating prayers for transformation.
For transformation, this body is turned faceless
My spine the only constant inside me
My body as disciplined as a lung
For the sake of it.
And so this work
Works and works us
Among these treadmills I live
For permission to live again
In arms which, no matter
How hooked up
Cannot blackout this desire
With their corporeal accomplishment.

by Andre Bagoo
Fun
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If
I write into you hard enough
the rumour murmurs that you’ll come for me.
 
If
I scratch you through the water mirror, suck you under my talons,
will you knock & claim me? I keep
this one soft garden in my trachea vacant; I
stripped speech for split gourds, choking on seeds so you
might come live in me, little
lover, come
claim these metatarsal prayers.
 
Everyone knows I am a haunting.

by Shivanee Ramlochan

from

Duenne 
Lara



Clockwise from top left: Sharon 
Millar, Kriston Chen, Shivanee 
Ramlochan, Andre Bagoo
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I’m at the

d e    e  p
en d.

If you  ca l l  and  no  one  answer s . . .
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R e b e l l i o n s 
i n  t h e  M a s
Vulgar Fraction plays Black Indian
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VUL GARfraction
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Christopher Cozier (1959, Port of Spain) is 
a multi-talented cultural activator with a 
profound impact on cultural development 
across the Caribbean. His informed and 
incisive artwork in diverse media reflects 
his deep understanding of Trinidad’s past 
and present, and beyond this, he mentors 
and supports local and regional artists, 
providing critiques, establishing dialogues 
with them across virtual space and 
initiating opportunities. 

Christopher Cozier is honoured for his 
influential role and open inclusive approach 
in developing art and culture across the 
Caribbean; for selflessly and generously 
creating possibilities for others, inspiring 
and mentoring younger generations; for 
his disciplined commitment to intellectual 
inquiry and critical discourse.

www.princeclausefund.org

cul-tur-al a
ctiva-tor

2014 Prince Claus Fund Laureate
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Pictures from Paradise: A Survey of 
Contemporary Caribbean Photography
If you plan to be in Toronto, Canada, during the month of May, then check out this amazing exhibition of contemporary Caribbean 
photography which will be in shipping containers behind the Powerplant Contemporary Art Gallery at the Harbourfront. Co-curated by 
Melanie Archer, Mariel Brown and Kenneth Montague, the exhibition, which was designed by Switch publisher, Richard Mark Rawlins, 
is one of the Primary Exhibitions at the 2014 edition of the CONTACT Photography Festival.

May 1 — May 25, 2014
Tues — Sun 10am - 5pm / Thur 10am - 8pm
Shipping Containers behind The Power Plant
Harbourfront Centre, 231 Queens Quay W, Toronto

See Me Here: A Survey of Contemporary 
Self-Portraits from the Caribbean
Trinidad and Tobago illustrated book imprint, Robert & 
Christopher Publishers, is soon to release its latest title, 
See Me Here: A Survey of Contemporary Self-Portraits from 
the Caribbean, during the 2014 Bocas Lit Fest.  The launch 
is open to the public and takes place at Medulla Art Gallery, 
Fitt Street, from 6:30pm on Thursday April 24th. 

Books are currently 
available at the 
Normandie Hotel, Trinidad.

Bocas Lit Fest
For the lovers of Caribbean literature, the 
annual Bocas Lit Fest is upon us again.  The 
festival will run from April 23-27, and will 
feature readings, book launches and lots 
of different workshops.  Fest central is the 
National Library and Old Fire Station in Port 
of Spain.
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